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Williams Lake Community          
Forest Overview
uWL Community Forest LP
u50/50 Partnership

uWilliams Lake First Nation
uCity of Williams Lake

uAnnual Allowable Cut of 
40,000m3
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Williams Lake Community Forest Overview3



Williams Lake Community          
Forest Overview

Flat Rock - Ne Sextine 
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Indigenous Teaching Days

u WLFN Elders Tours
u Archaeology
u Family Stories
u Legends
u Traditional 

Knowledge
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Fire History Research

- UBC Faculty of Forestry
- Dr. Kelsey Copes-Gerbitz

1972                                    2012 
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Grassland – Open Forest Restoration 
and Resilience Treatments
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Grassland – Open Forest Restoration 
and Resilience Work

Hand Treatments
  January 2021- March 2022

8



Grassland – Open Forest Restoration 
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9

Hand Treatments
  January 2021- March 2022



Grassland – Open Forest Restoration 
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Prescribed Burn
  October 2022
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Prescribed Burn
  May 2023



Prescribed Burning Lessons Learned
Public Communications are Key
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Prescribed Burning Lessons Learned 18
Fall Burning – Lower Intensity – Lower Resilience Effect – Less Collateral Damage

-Fall Burn -Spring Burn



Prescribed Burning Lessons Learned 19

Increased Fire Behaviour = Better Ecological Effects



Prescribed Burning Lessons Learned 20
Spring Burning:
- Bark Beetle Attack



Prescribed Burning Lessons Learned 21
Spring Burning:
- Timber Values Decreased



Prescribed Burning Lessons Learned 22
Ecological effects of Fire are Critical to Ecosystem Health

- Any fire management regime is better than the absence of fire
- Fire is a broad brush treatment but we are going to need broad strokes



Prescribed Burning Lessons Learned 23

u Indigenous Ecological Knowledge will Lead the Way

u First Nations leadership will ensure success



www.williamslakecommunityforest.com
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Thank you


