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Today we 
Acknowledge….

Land
Acknowledge 
ourlands, 
water, all 
living things 
including the 
animals and 
plants.

X?a  Xa
Acknowledge  
the things we 
do not see, 
our ancestors, 
spirit animals 
and beings 
that cross 
over

Ancestors
Acknowledge 
our ancestors 
who passed 
on the 
protocols, 
practices & 
laws we value 
and use today

Leaders
Acknowledge 
our leaders 
who are 
around us  in 
the present 
doing the 
work that 
needs to be 
done

Future
Acknowledge 
our future 
generations of 
whom we are 
responsible 
for. We look 
after the land 
for the future 
generations



Suxwsxwwels (Grizzly-Man, Present)  905) 

We utilize all that is around us…we evolve with 
our surroundings but are tied to the cycles of 
our traditional lands….that is who we are.

Responsible for carrying forward the corporate 
memory of the nłeʔkepmx.

“Look after your house, know who your guests 
are and treat them well, but don’t let them move 
the furniture.” Skiells (Anthony Joe) - 1950

“We are finally at a time where we can share and 
incorporate our traditional land laws into the 
modern world – A Time For Transformative 
Change.” Suxwsxwwels (Lennard Joe) - 2023

Roipellst (Blazing Stone, 1905)



Corporate Memory 

1860-1880 – Chief 
Kowleesh 

(Grandfathers Great 
Uncle)

1880-1901 – Chief 
Kwaydonel (Great 

Grand Uncle)

1901-1918 – Chief 
Washpetko 

(Grandfathers 
Mother)

1918-1939 – Chief 
Nakatsle 

(Grandfathers 
Uncle)

1939-1950 – Chief 
Skiellst 

(Grandfather) 49 yrs. 
Old

1950-1960 – Chief 
Inkeyapa (Great 

Uncle) died as chief

1960- 1971 – Chief 
Skiellst 

(Grandfather) 60 yrs. 
Old

1971-2008 – Chief 
Shlupkin/Skiellst 

(Father) 30 yrs. Old

2008-2010 – Chief 
Ruby Adams 

(elected Chief)

2010 – 2018 – Chief 
Shluupkin/Skiellst 

(Father)77 yrs. Old.

2018-2021 – Chief 
Jordan Joe (elected 

Chief) - cousin

2021 – Present – 
Chief Arnold 

Lampreau (elected 
Chief) cousin



Reconciliation

The Past

FN’s values not considered, If they were 
they were non-FN Interpretations.

Already baked cake approach

Transactional & Accommodation in 
nature 

Today

Proactive approach – FN’s involved 
right at the start.

Iterative approach based on 
collective collaboration – shared

Partner based approach – revenue 
sharing & access to resources



BUILDING 
MUTAL 
RELATIONSHIPS

• Mutual Trust Goes Both Ways
• Collective decision making

• Building on Relationships
• Creating Safe Spaces

• Acknowledge Past Trauma



• Collective engagement 
with 205 First Nations
• FNFC-FOR Working 

Groups
• Industry Think Tanks
• BC Communities 

Working Together – The Transformation Journey

Old Growth 
Strategic Review

Cultural & 
Prescribed Fire

Forest 
Landscape Plans

Modernizing 
Forest Policy

BC Timber Sales

Landbase 
Recovery

Revenue Sharing
– New Fiscal 
Framework





Capacty – Readiness - 
Assurance

• Assess Capacity, It is not just FN’s but everyone
• Develop Readiness, set goals and objectives
• Assurance – measurables and understanding of 

process and ensuring things are happening.

• Conditioning – we are all conditioned to accept our 
current beliefs “we are here and are comfortable”. 
Need to expand to “what is possible”.



Kwukwscemxw 

Thank you


