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How did It start?

avalanche lilv] that they ate. They used to burn one hill and use the
other. When there were a lot of bushes [“sticks”; i.e. "when it got
bushy"] then the ripe berries disappear and the roots like potatoes
[Erythronium], skimuta [Lilium columbianum, tiger lily], skwenkwina
[Claytonia lanceolata, spring beauty or mountain potato], disappear,
when it gets tao bushy. Then they burned. It was marked out and
there one did his own burning. That is what they did so that they
could go here and there to pick berries. Each one watched that it was
really burnt. All the other bushes were removed. Then the berry
bushes grew again. The roots like potatoes [Erythronium ], the skimuta
[Lilium], the skwenkwina [Clayionia], all those that were eaten by us,
that is where they grow.

It was a few years, | guess it was almost around three years, before
those things grew there again. Then there were really lots of berries.
Everything was all really fertile. They rarely burnt the big trees. Only
the small ones, only around the bushes was burned. It was the same
with one hill as with another. That is why we see, we who are grown-
up Indians, that all the hills seem to be burnt, because that was what
they did to their own hills. They burned them so that they would get
good crops there. They told others who went there, "do the same at
vour place, do the same at vour place " Their own hills were just like a
garden.

- Baptiste Ritchie
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I Discussion

* Hayden Leo

* Hayden.Leo®@lilwatbusiness.ca

e Socials

* lilwat_forestry_ventures —Instagram
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